Interview with Gary Parmelee, Class of 1961 by Parmelee, Gary Robert
INTERVIEW WITH GARY PARMELEE, 
CLASS OF 1961 
Gary Parmelee  00:01
Oh, mercy. 
Linda Polkow  00:03
Welcome to Illinois State University. This is Linda Polkow, member of Student Alumni Council, and I'm 
talking with— 
Gary Parmelee  00:10
Gary Pamelee. 
Linda Polkow  00:11
—Gary Parmelee of the Class of 1961 at ISU Homecoming activities on October 17, 1961. During this 
bit of oral history we will be reminiscing about the way it was in 1961. We hope that those who listen to 
this tape will enjoy hearing from the persons who have volunteered to record this bit of ISU history and 
will find it interesting and informative. First, Gary, as you think back ten years, what are some of the 
things that are foremost in your memory of what life was like then at Illinois State University?  
Gary Parmelee  00:44
Well, it's twenty years.  
Linda Polkow  00:45
Twenty! Oh, that's right. 
Gary Parmelee  00:46
This is 1981. What was that question again? 
Linda Polkow  00:53
What are some of the things that are foremost in your memory of what ISU was like? 
Gary Parmelee  00:57
Well, of course it was much smaller than it is now and it was much more compact. And, well, they call 
this out here the Quad now, that was the center, and I'm sure that it would—just, people were a little bit 
closer to each other than they are now. And that's the way I remember ISU, of course it was just, it was 
ISNU then, and it was just a teacher school and perhaps we had a lot more in common with our 
vocational goals in school than students have now. 
Linda Polkow  01:33
What do you remember about President...Bone, I believe it was? 
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Gary Parmelee  01:36 
President Bone took over his position the same year I came in 1957 and he was a real popular 
president. He always had a smile on his face and I think he got along well with the students and I think 
the students all liked him and I think it was during his tenure that the university really began to spread in 
buildings and facilities and so on.  
 
Linda Polkow  02:11 
Students today talk about how difficult it was to complete their education. How do you compare how it 
was during your years to what it seems to be today? 
 
Gary Parmelee  02:21 
That's a difficult answer because I'm not a student today. My son who just walked out of here tells me 
it's just really tough. It was probably difficult for me because I didn't work as hard as I should have. I 
really don't know, I think that the—ISU was pretty demanding then, and as I said I've been told that ISU 
is pretty demanding now. 
 
Linda Polkow  02:47 
That's for sure. What kind of extracurricular activities were important to you and other students? 
 
Gary Parmelee  02:54 
Well, athletics has always been important to me and athletics was then and is now. Back in those days 
we had some good athletic teams, especially in basketball. We went to Kansas City and I'm sure 
anybody that would be listening to this, if there is anybody from back in those days, remembers the 
Kansas City and the, matter of fact, the old song "Going to Kansas City" was popular at that particular 
time. And we had good baseball teams and I saw Gamma Phi walking around through the parade a 
minute ago and of course, they were pretty popular at that time, too. As far as what was interesting to 
other people, I think, well, we had big the Big Four dances, I guess we'll get into that later, but we liked 
our social life just as they do now too. 
 
Linda Polkow  03:49 
What kind of services were available to students on campus, like health service and placement? 
 
Gary Parmelee  03:56 
Well, we had, I feel, good health services available. My freshman year the Asian Flu hit and I can 
remember, I don't remember the name of this health services dorm over here, but the place was full, I 
remember that. And so, they did a good job and I was able to use the services myself for a couple 
different things that came up. Counseling, I don't remember a heck of a lot of counseling taking place. 
Maybe it just, I didn't take advantage of it. The placement services, of course ISU has always had a 
good placement service and I think Doc Gibson back in those days was kind of in charge of that and so 
forth. I don't know what that means. 
 
Linda Polkow  04:41 
Okay, here's one that'll really show you the difference from then and now. What were the prices of 
hamburgers, movies, tuition especially, and gasoline? 
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Gary Parmelee  04:50 
Well, of course, McDonald's was built down here on Main Street when I was going to school here. I 
remember a 15 cent hamburger, and 10 cents for the French fries, and 10 or 15 cents for the Cokes, 
course that was McDonald's. I think a regular hamburger back in those days there was probably, oh, 30 
to 40 cents. A lot different than now. The movies, price of movies, I don't know, 50 to 75 cents, that was 
a long time ago. Gasoline was about a quarter a gallon I think.  
 
Linda Polkow  05:22 
Boy, has that changed! 
 
Gary Parmelee  05:24 
Tuition, I was on a teacher's scholarship. They had those back in the 50s and 60s, and my tuition was 
only like $12 or $15 a semester. I went to school—room and board off-campus and tuition and 
spending money and worked for money—my senior year was about $1300 and I think I had as much 
fun as anybody else around. 
 
Linda Polkow  05:56 
What was the typical mode of dress in class? 
 
Gary Parmelee  06:00 
Oh, I don't know if it was much different than it is now. I remember wearing Levi's and didn't dress up 
too much, I don't know as we got... I don't know as it was that much different. Church, not much 
different. I do remember in the Catholic Church, I wasn't Catholic then, but they had, the gals had to 
wear hats all the time. I remember that, or scarves or something. The dates, pretty much probably the 
way they are now, although I think maybe we might have dressed up a little bit more than the kids do 
nowadays. I know my boys, they wear the jeans with Levi's whatever-they-call-them, on dates and that, 
going to the movies and things like that. I don't remember that we did that. 
 
Linda Polkow  06:49 
What was the most important national event that happened while you were at ISU, ISNU? 
 
Gary Parmelee  06:55 
Well, we probably had several, I don't think there's any question that Sputnik was the most important of 
all. That was my freshman year, 1957. But we had, of course, the Nixon-Kennedy debate was a biggie 
back in those days and... but I think Sputnik was the biggest. 
 
Linda Polkow  07:17 
What was popular forms of entertainment in 1961? 
 
Gary Parmelee  07:21 
Well, on campus or off? 
 
Linda Polkow  07:26 
Try on campus. 
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Gary Parmelee  07:27 
On campus, we had the Big Four dances. What was good about that, they didn't cost you much money, 
and it was back—a tradition back then that everybody bought—just about everybody bought a Big Four 
ticket so that when you got your date, whoever it might be later on the year, she already had her ticket 
purchased. So that made things a little cheaper on the pocketbook. We had, of course, the movies. 
Back in those days, the movies in Capen Auditorium were free, and they always had movies on the 
weekend that you could go to. The university provided a lot of things for social activities. I think that 
made it real reasonable for the students to have some fun. We had special—I saw the Four Freshmen, 
I don't know if you've ever heard of the Four Freshmen or not. Bob Newhart, certainly you've heard of 
him. Bob Newhart was here, the Dukes of Dixieland, things like that. I don't know what the Activities 
Club was, a group on campus that—in fact, I don't know what they were called, but they took care of us 
and we got to see some of the Big Four dances on—have you ever heard of The Big Four? 
 
Linda Polkow  08:33 
No, what are The Big Four? 
 
Gary Parmelee  08:35 
The Big Four dances, they always had four dances a year, and they would bring in the swing, the big 
swing, Duke, Duke Ellington came in while I was here, Harry James, The Glenn Miller Band. And they 
had, they always had the dances over—we had the Student Union, the old Student Union ballroom, but 
it wasn't big enough for anything, so we always had the big dances over in McCormick Gym. It was, 
that's where our gym was then, and that's where the dances were held. But they always had four of 
them a year and those were the kind of bands they brought in and I don't know as they were a formal. 
Were they formals? You remember? Did you ever go to any? No. There was, they had another one, 
formals, but that was a biggie. 
 
Linda Polkow  09:24 
Okay. What about the use of tobacco and alcoholic beverages back then? 
 
Gary Parmelee  09:31 
Yeah. I could be wrong in this but I think the year before I came or the year that I came, the preceding 
year, I think it was illegal to smoke on campus. Can you believe that? I don't think you've— 
 
Linda Polkow  09:44 
That's changed.  
 
Gary Parmelee  09:46 
I don't think you could even smoke on campus. Now, that was never that way while I was here. Of 
course, the drinking, ISNU, the old teachers’ school, was quite conservative and of course there was no 
drinking. I don't know whether they serve alcohol in Normal anymore or not but you couldn't drink. You 
weren't supposed to drink even in town. The students, if anybody would have gotten caught drinking 
like in their dorm, or in their, even their off-campus housing, I think they probably would have been 
dismissed from school. It was it was pretty tight, supposed to be. Now I said if you ever got caught. I 
didn't say it didn't happen.  
 
Page 4 https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/aoh/
Linda Polkow  10:28 
Okay. What did you like most about ISNU? 
 
Gary Parmelee  10:32 
Well, I liked, I think it was just large enough to be interesting to me but small enough that you could still 
get to know just about every—you know, just about anybody you wanted to know. I think it started out 
about 3500 when I was a freshman and ended up to be about 4500, and of course now it's four times 
that large. But I liked the size of the school and I liked I like the setting. I liked, I think it was a pretty 
campus. It still is. I don't think I'd like it as well now as I did then, but that's what I liked, I think, the most 
about it and the activities you participated in or you were a spectator and you just got to know 
everybody, and it was almost like an overgrown high school. 
 
Linda Polkow  11:21 
What about the least? 
 
Gary Parmelee  11:23 
Oh, books. 
 
Linda Polkow  11:25 
That hasn't changed. 
 
Gary Parmelee  11:27 
Unfortunately, I didn't study as much as I should. I come out of it, if I would probably have the grades 
now going through that I did then, I may have a difficult time getting a job. But I can't really say I disliked 
anything any more than a kid would say now, you know, you probably like the social aspect and the 
academics secondary. 
 
Linda Polkow  11:53 
What were the campus boundaries then? I know they've changed, spread out. 
 
Gary Parmelee  11:58 
Well, as I think I've said before, everything was pretty centralized. Hamilton-Whitten were the last 
dorms built while I was there, and they were like the extreme south. And it was the art building, I think 
down here. I don't remember what it was called, Centennial? 
 
Linda Polkow  12:17 
Centennial. 
 
Gary Parmelee  12:17 
That was the extreme over there and then everything kind of went up School Street. Pretty much just to 
the end here and I don't know what's the name of this street, right around here?  
 




Gary Parmelee  12:31 
College Street. Everything kind of went around there so it was not nearly anything like it is now. 
 
Linda Polkow  12:40 
What were the buildings that were here? 
 
Gary Parmelee  12:42 
Well, my freshman year Old Main was still here, but they tore Old Main down that year, and Schroeder 
Hall was brand new. That was a new building, and of course Cook and there used to be right next to 
Schroeder, there used to be a building called North, North Hall, and that was the English building. 
That's torn down. And there was Cook. I was a Business major. I had a lot of classes in the Old Castle. 
And Fell Hall, a sophomore dorm then, now it's a foreign exchange building like a dorm. 
 
Linda Polkow  13:16 
Yeah for one more year.  
 
Gary Parmelee  13:17 
One more year? And Walker Hall, my first year here, Walker Hall and Dunn-Barton were separate 
dorms and everything was separate, but then they built that tunnel the second or third year I was here. 
And so that was, that happened while I was here, but everything else is just—everything that is in the 
central area now was here then except like I said, North has been torn down I guess and Old Main torn 
down.  
 
Linda Polkow  13:49 
And back then the Union was in what is now Williams Hall, wasn't it? 
 
Gary Parmelee  13:54 
Yeah, it was. Yeah, I guess, I don't what it's called now.  
 
Linda Polkow  13:57 
It's— 
 
Gary Parmelee  13:57 
Right next to the administration building. Yes, that was the Union and ballroom that I mentioned earlier. 
And The Cage wasn't very big, but that's where everybody went for their funds, bills, and all that. There 
was a little pool hall, a pool room like, often—as you came in, pool room was to the right and you went 
into The Cage to the left. 
 
Linda Polkow  14:19 
What about large classes? What was the largest size class you would have? 
 
Gary Parmelee  14:25 




Linda Polkow  14:36 
Okay, in summary, are there any other special memories that you have which we have not already 
covered? 
 
Gary Parmelee  14:45 
You passed up the most humorous. I was all ready for that one. 
 
Linda Polkow  14:49 
Okay, what was the most humorous event?  
 
Gary Parmelee  14:51 
Well for—back, back when I was going to school, there were no fraternities and sororities, nothing like 
that. They had what was known as the Blackfriars. But I've got to put this in here: for one year we had 
our own group. We were called the BOAs. I've got to put that in there because that might be the only 
time any place in history that anybody ever heard of the BOAs. But we lasted for one year, and we 
were strictly a social group.  
 
Linda Polkow  15:18 
What was BOA? 
 
Gary Parmelee  15:19 
Beta Omega Alpha. 
 
Linda Polkow  15:22 
Oh, Gary tell the truth.  
 
Gary Parmelee  15:24 
Brotherhood of Alcoholics. We lasted one year and we were told, the leftovers were told by, I think it 
was Dean Hulet at the time, that we formed illegally and we should disband. 
 
Linda Polkow  15:39 
How big was this? 
 
Gary Parmelee  15:40 
We had about 20, 25 guys in it, and it took a unanimous vote to get in and there were some certain 
requirements that we had to have to get in and the name would imply that. But we had quite a few 
parties at the Moose Lodge. We couldn't have anything around here and so we would rent the Moose 
Lodge and have our activities. And probably the funniest thing I want to answer, number 16. I've got 
you because I'm all prepared for this. But the Friday night before our senior finals, our house was right 
next Doc Gibson on Ash Street. It's no longer there. But we had a couple of our house members that 
were ahead of their time, and they did put on their thongs and streak down Ash Street, by [Helman?] 
Hall and the girls, we called the girls. In these days none of the girls were out. This was at night of 
course. And so we had our two streakers in 1961 just before finals of our senior year. I wasn't one of 
them and that's the truth. But I just want the, whoever hears this, if they are, you know, younger people, 
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to know that they didn't invent everything. We had our fun too. So those things I wanted to say. I didn't 
want the BOAs to die permanently from ISNU. 
 
Linda Polkow  17:15 
Okay, is there anything else you wanted to add? 
 
Gary Parmelee  17:19 
No, not really. I'm just kind of, this is the first Homecoming I've been back to in about 15 years, and it's 
going to be interesting today to see. Hopefully you get to see some old timers after 20 years. That's it.  
 
Linda Polkow  17:33 
Okay. Thank you very much. 
 
Gary Parmelee  17:35 
I hope that thing worked. 
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